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excitement, almost a panic, in regard to the wishes of the
Administration. There is alarm on the part of the gentle-
men and doubtless much at home which has impelled them
to come here. English has represented to them that he had
had a long interview on one or two occasions with the Pre-
sident, and that United States officers were to be turned out
if they voted for Hawley. Babcock said three or four in his
office had their resignations ready and he should tender his
if that was exacted. They informed me that Cleveland,
Postmaster at Hartford, had called, or was to participate
in, a meeting favorable to English, and under the excite-
ment Starkweather of Norwich, Chairman of the State
Committee of the Republicans, had sent in his resignation
as Postmaster. There is excitement and a party panic in
that State. Both Babcock and Smith admitted and as-
serted that these troubles had their origin in the equivocal,
ambiguous, and inconsequential resolutions of the Repub-
lican Convention, which spoke two voices, and made the
party support antagonistic positions.

General Hawley and Mr. E. H. Owen came and spent
more than an hour with me after the interview with B. and
S. They had come to Washington impelled by the same
causes as those of the other two gentlemen, but without
preconcert. Much the same ground was reviewed and the
same arguments used, and I told them their difficulties
were the results in a great measure of the inconsistent atti-
tude of the convention in indorsing both the President
and the Radical majority in Congress, who were in direct
antagonism; that no man could support the two honestly.

Hawley two or three times expressed a wish that I would
write a letter indorsing him. This, had the issue been direct
and fair, I could have done cheerfully, but I asked him
what I could say. I was a supporter of the measures of the
policy of the Administration; these measures and that
policy had my earnest approval; I was advising to them,
was identified with them. Of course I desired their success.
If I knew that he was in favor of the Administration policy